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ORGANIZATION OF THE MINISTRY OF FOREIGN TRADE USSR

The People's Commissariat of Foreign Trade USSR was established by decree of
12 November 1923. Two years later, however, a decree of the Central Executive Com-
mittee and the Council of Pzople's Commibsurs USSR united the Commisseriats of
Foreign Trade and Internal Trade into the People's Commisssriat of Foreign and
Internal Trade (Narkomtorg). On 22 November 1930, a decree of the Council of
People's Commissars USSR agaln divided the Commissariat of Foreign-and Irternal
Trade into the two independent Commissariats of Supply and Foreign Trade,(1)
The People's Commissariat of Foreign Trade was reconstituted as the Ministry of
Foreign Trade by decree of 15 March 1946.{2)

Function of the Ministry

The foreign trade monopoly is a basi principle of the Soviet Constitution
(Article 14). This principle is carried out by the Miuistry of Foreign Trade
USSR, which is a regulating anmd controlling body, while exrort and import monop-
oly associations, each dealing with specific ranges of gools or particular
groups of countries, carry out the actual commercial operations,(3)

Organization of the Ministry

No complete breakdown on administrations and divisions of the winistry is
available for the postwar periled, but the structure of the People's Commissariat
of Foreign Trade USSR was given as follows by & decree of 9 April 1939(k):

Forelgn Exchange Administration
Export Administration

Import Administration

Eastern Administration
Transport Administration

Main Customs Administration
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Division of Trads Agreements
Engineering Division

Personnel Division

Division of Trade Delegations
Financial Division

Central -Bookkeeping

Judicial Division

Administzitive Management Adminis€ration
First Division

Mobilization Division (Mohotdel)
Division for Granting Ccncessions
Office of Card~-File Indrx of Firms
Technical Library

Archives

Control and Inspection Group
Secretariat

Experts
Translators (4)

The following organs of the Ministry of Foreign Trade USSR have been identi-
fied in the postwar period

Trade Agreement Administration
North Eurcopean Administration
Eastern and Ceniral European Administration

Eastern Administration 5OX1 —H UM
Main Customs Administration (6)

Export Adninistration 7 _
Import Administration 7) ' . 50X1 HUM
Economic Administration

Personnel Administration 50X1-HUM

Main Administration of Animel Raising and Rabbit State Farus (Glavzervod) (7)
Main Administration of Karakul State Farms (Glavkarekul') (7)

Foreign Exchange Administration (7)

Transportation Administration (7)

State Inspection (of the quality of exported commodities) (6)

Aside .rom the sbove administrations, the Ministry hes the following as-
sociations with branches in foreign countries which have the right to negotiate
fereign trade agreements with foreign firms. (The chief func’'-~n of each ag-
soclation is given in pa- »ntheses.)

Tekhnopromimport (import of technical and industrial machinery) (8)
Eksportlen (export of flax) (8)
Promsyr'yeimport (industrial raw msterial imports) (8)
Eksportles {(export of lumber) (8)
Mezhdunarodnaysa Kniga (export ard import of books and publicetions) (9)
Raznoeksport (export of miscell~neous items) (9)
Soyuzpushnina (export of furs) (9)
Ragnoimport (import of miscellaneous items) (10)
° Soyuzpromeksport (export of technical end industrial machinery) (10)
Sovrakht chartering of vessels) (11) .
Soyuzvneshurans (irade transportation) (8, 6)
Stankoimport (import of machine tcols) (8)
Mashinoimport (import of Machinery) (8)
Vostokintorg (Trade with Mongolian People's Republic, People's Republic of China,
Iran, and Afghanistan) (12,6)
Texhnoeksport (export of machinery) (13)
Soyuznefteeksport (petroleum export) (14)
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Eksportkhleb (export of grain) (14)

Dal'intorg (tirade wich Far Eagtern countries) (15)

Transmashimport (transport machinery import) (16,6)

Soyuzkhimekaport (export and import of chemical and medic- . products) (16,6)
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